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Executive  Summary 


This  report  presents  in  Appendix  A  (see  pp.  A- 1-37)  the 
CHAMPUS  Catastrophic  Quarterly  Payment  Report  for  the  Fourth 
Quarter  Fiscal  Year  (FY)  1996.  For  each  of  thirty-four  HQ 
Medical  Command  (HQ  MEDCOM)  TRICARE  catchment  areas.  Privacy  Act 
protected  patient  cases  having  CHAMPUS  claims  totaling  more  than 
the  catchment  area's  specific  FY  1996  catastrophic  cutoff  amount 
are  listed  with  the  changes  in  their  net  claim  payments  between 
the  reported  and  prior  quarters.  Each  Payment  Report  includes 
the  following  for  each  patient:  (1)  the  patient  unique  Inpatient 
Record  Number;  (2)  the  last  hospital  ending  date  on  record;  (3) 
the  last  hospital  and  professional  services  voucher  payment 
dates;  (4)  an  indicator  of  whether  the  case  involved  a  consolida¬ 
tion  of  hospital  stays  due  to  FI  adjudication  action;  (5)  the  DRG 
and  diagnosis  codes  and  their  shortened  descriptions;  (6)  the 
number  of  days  spent  in  the  hospital;  (7)  the  number  of  profes¬ 
sional  services;  (8)  patient  age,  sex  and  beneficiary  category; 

(9)  the  catastrophic  amounts  above  the  site's  specified  cata¬ 
strophic  cutoff  amount  on  the  first  and  last  days  of  the  reported 
quarter;  and  (10)  the  difference  of  these  two  catastrophic  totals 
which  equals  the  catastrophic  net  re -insurance  payment  made  for 
each  patient  during  the  quarter.  Dollar  amounts  are  summed  over 
all  patients  to  total  within  a  catchment  area  for  each  Payment 
Report.  Table  1  at  the  end  of  this  Summary  (p.  3)  contains  the 
CHAMPUS  Catastrophic  Quarterly  Payment  Schedule  which  lists  the 
quarterly  summary  totals  of  each  catchment  area's  number  of 
catastrophic  cases  and  catastrophic  total  amounts  from  the 
Payment  Reports,  summing  these  totals  over  all  catchment  areas 
for  the  quarter. 

Only  cases  with  CHAMPUS  claim  payment  totals  exceeding  the 
catchment  area's  catastrophic  threshold  amount  are  presented. 

Each  cutoff  amount  is  noted  in  the  footnote  area  on  the  catchment 
area's  output  on  its  quarterly  Catastrophic  Payment  Report 
(Appendix  A;  pp.  A- 1-37)  and  on  the  CHAMPUS  Catastrophic  Payment 
Schedule  (Table  1;  p.  3) .  The  specific  case  limit  amounts  used 
for  each  of  the  TRICARE  sites  and  the  methodology  used  to  derive 
them  were  reported  in  the  HQ  Army  Medical  Command  Publication 
Fiscal  Year  1996  CHAMPUS  Catastrophic  Case  Limits.  With 
Comparison  of  Case  Limit  Estimate  Derivations  Using  One  Year 
Versus  Three  Years  of  Past  Historical  Data.  TRICARE  Catchment 
Areas .  RP  96-003,  DTIC:  Not  Yet  Known,  April  1996.  Quarterly 
catastrophic  re -insurance  payment  amounts  are  the  differences 
between  the  most  recent  and  the  prior  quarters'  CHAMPUS 
catastrophic  claim  totals.  A  negative  payment  amount  represents 
net  recoupment  actions/adjustments  during  the  quarter.  Third 
Quarter  FY  1996  quarterly  catastrophic  payment  amounts  for  the 
TRICARE  sites  were  reported  in  the  HQ  Army  Medical  Command 
Publication  CHAMPUS  Catastrophic  Payments  For  The  Third  Quarter. 
Fiscal  Year  1996,  TRICARE  Catchment  Areas.  RP  96-005,  DTIC:  Not 
Yet  Known,  Aug  1996. 
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Finding  the  status  of  any  catastrophic  patient  case  from 
quarter  to  quarter  is  accomplished  by  comparing  the  Inpatient 
Record  Numbers  (INPT  RCD  #)  for  a  catchment  area  from  a  previous 
quarterly  report  with  those  on  the  most  current  Catastrophic 
Payment  Report  (Appendix  A) .  If  the  Inpatient  Record  Number  is 
on  both  the  prior  quarter's  report  and  the  current  one,  that 
catastrophic  patient  had  net  positive  or  negative  claims  in  at 
least  one  of  those  quarters  and  is  a  continuing  catastrophic 
case.  Otherwise,  a  catastrophic  case  can  appear  to  be  newly 
added  or  dropped  when  compared  with  a  previous  report  depending 
on  whether  the  case's  total  government  payment  amount  surpasses 
or  drops  below  the  catastrophic  cutoff  threshold  for  that 
catchment  area,  and  whether  or  not  claim  payment  activity  took 
place  during  the  reporting  quarter.  An  example  which  examines 
catastrophic  case  quarter  to  quarter  activity  is  presented  in  the 
Summary  of  the  HQ  Medical  Command  Publication  CHAMPUS  Cata¬ 
strophic  Payments  For  The  First  and  Second  Quarters.  Fiscal  Year 
1996,  TRICARE  Catchment  Areas.  RP  96-004,  DTIC:  Not  Yet  Known, 

May  1996.  A  patient  case  showing  a  total  government  payment 
amount  of  $0  for  the  previous  or  current  quarter's  catastrophic 
total  infers  that  the  payment  amount  added  to  less  than  the 
catchment  area's  case  cutoff  limit. 

Table  1  at  the  end  of  this  Summary  (p.  3)  contains  the 
Fourth  Quarter  FY  1996  CHAMPUS  Catastrophic  Quarterly  Payment 
Schedule  and  lists  the  summary  totals  of  each  catchment  area's 
number  of  catastrophic  cases  and  quarterly  catastrophic  total 
amounts  from  the  Payment  Reports  for  the  quarter.  Additionally, 
each  site's  FY  1996  cutoff  amount  is  listed.  Table  1  shows  that 
CHAMPUS  catastrophic  re- insurance  payments  for  the  Fourth  Quarter 
positioned  Carlisle  Barracks  as  the  catchment  area  with  the 
lowest  amount  in  catastrophic  re- insurance  payments,  with  a 
$108,500  cutoff  amount  and  $123  in  Fourth  Quarter  payments  for 
their  one  catastrophic  patient  case.  Fort  Leonard  Wood  MEDDAC 
had  the  next  lowest  in  catastrophic  payments  with  one  patient 
cases  totaling  $3,023  in  catastrophic  payments  over  Riley's 
$66,000  threshold  amount.  At  the  high  end  of  the  range.  Fort 
Monmouth  MEDDAC  with  a  $27,500  cutoff  amount  had  eight  cases  on 
its  Payment  Report  and  catastrophic  re- insurance  payments  of 
$808,132,  while  Fort  Lee  MEDDAC  had  $512,662  in  payments  and 
fifteen  patient  cases  at  its  $25,000  case  limit.  Fort  Drum  and 
Fort  Riley  had  no  active  catastrophic  patient  cases  during  the 
quarter.  Quarterly  catastrophic  payments  for  the  Fourth  Quarter 
FY  1996  totaled  to  $5,785,889  over  all  Army  TRICARE  sites  and 
included  care  for  a  total  of  267  catastrophic  patients. 

Technical  Note.  The  following  Tri- Service  CHAMPUS  Statistical 
Database  Project  (TCSDP)  data  were  utilized  for  report: 

A)  Composite  Institutional  Record  (CIR)  V2.0 

B)  Composite  Professional  Record  (CPR)  VI. 0 

C)  TCSDP  Indexing  Logic  Module  #C4C6UN. 
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Director,  Resource  Management,  U.S.  Army  Medical  Department 
Activity,  Fort  Monmouth,  NJ  07703-5000  (1) 
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Director,  Resource  Management,  U.S.  Army  Medical  Department 
Activity,  Fort  Polk,  LA  71459-6000  (1) 

Director,  Resource  Management,  U.S.  Army  Medical  Department 
Activity,  Redstone  Arsenal,  AL  35809-7000  (1) 

Director,  Resource  Management,  U.S.  Army  Medical  Department 
Activity,  Fort  Riley,  KS  66442-5036  (1) 

Director,  Resource  Management,  U.S.  Army  Aeromedical  Center,  Fort 
Rucker,  AL  36362-5333  (1) 

Director,  Resource  Management,  U.S.  Army  Medical  Department 
Activity,  Fort  Sill,  OK  73503-6300  (1) 

Director,  Resource  Management,  U.S.  Army  Medical  Department 
Activity,  Fort  Stewart,  GA  31314-5300  (1) 

Director,  Resource  Management,  U.S.  Army  Medical  Department 
Activity,  Fort  Wainwright,  Alaska,  AK  99703-7300  (1) 

Director,  Resource  Management,  U.S.  Army  Medical  Department 
Activity,  West  Point,  NY  10996-1197  (1) 
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